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ach i. it prove! which I [ very 
heartily thraſh, yet its grown ſo ſtub- 
born and inflexible upon my _ 
— * = refuſerh to bri = 


excepring that o 
ars, — and Thit 


tles. 
I have been at no ſmall Pains I can 
aſſure yau, to place it in the trueſt and 

cl Light my poor Intellects are 


ry Way, by turning it upſide down, and 
A 3 in 


(4) 
inſide out, that, if poſſible, I might 
make ſome Diſcovery of its Beauties! 
yet for all this, how ſtrangely do they 


hide and retire, altogether refuſing to 
preſent themſelves to my Eye! They 
ſtill yield as ſlender a Cropto my Views 
and Speculations, as I obſerve they do 
to others in Fact, or Effect and Pra- 
ctice. So that I cannot, I dare not with 
ſome, give flattering Titles to Perſons 
or Things, leaſt that in fo doing, in 
Elibus Senſe, I ſhould offend my Ma- 
ker, in calling that Safe, Good, and 
Happy, which by common Experience 
is found to be otherwiſe. 

Indeed, Sir, I could have wiſhed and 
rejoyced with you, to have ſeen the 
Bleſſings of Peace riſe up comfortably 
to us, even toa plentiful Har veſt: That 
Peace, the Object of Faith and Contem- 


plation, might become the Subject of 


our Senſe and Feeling; but, alas l when 
I would fain graſp, lay hold upon, and 
lovingly embrace the ſame, ſtrange ! 
how ſhy it looks upon me ! at what a 
rate doth it ſhrink and ſtart back, even 

to a quite forſaking of me 
J am not, Sir, I would have you 
know, for anticipating Bleſſings 4 _ 
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(5) 
kind, but with the good Husbandman, 
could patiently wait, ec, Had I but 
the ſame Grounds for Faith and Hope 
which he hath, or, with ſome others 
could live ſo well by an Implicit Faith, 
they would give me other Views and 
Proſpects, which I muſt declare myſelf 
to want. 

Might it not therefore, Sir, be worth 
ire and examine what 
may be the Cauſe or Meaning hereof ? 
h I muſt own it would much bet- 
ter become the Task and Enquiry of 
abler Heads than yours or mine, as it 


- would much more anſwer the publick 


Good. 

But ſure we may warrantably rea- 
ſon after this manner, may juſtly 
charge u and aſſign Sin, the many 
and highly aggravating Sins of the Na- 
14 —— ok of this, and | 

- 4 — 
other Evils, which either at preſent we 
ſenſibly feel, or for the future may have 
juſt Cauſe to fear may befal us. This, 
God knows, is too common and gene- 
ral amongſt us, too obvious and viſible 
in Liſe and Practice unto each wiſe and 
diligent Obſerver. 1 


(6) 
If there be any other particular or 
immediate Cauſe, which gives ſuch di- 
ſturbance to the Peace of our Iſrael, and 
ſo much obftrufts the wiſe, pious, and 
charitable Intentions of our good Queen 
in that Peace ſhe lately made and pro- 
cured for us, pray God haſten and bring 
it to Light. 
Sure then it can never be ſaid amongſt 
ri one __— ſaying, 4 
is among t vr ators wit 4- 
lom. This we — 1 not But 
the all- ſeeing God he knows, and he fur- 
ther knows, if ſuch there be, how to 
deal with them; we can only, with 
that good King Devid, ſay, Lord we pray 
thee tears the « of Achitophel into 
Fooliſbneſs . E 
Can it further be ble, that ever 
an Aches was in our Camp, and thereby 
Diſturbance was given to Hraels Peace; 
One to whom a Wedge of Gold or Babj- 
loniſh Garment could be a Temptation, 
or ftand in competition with thoſe inva- 
. luable , the Peace, Happineſs, 
and Welfare of Three Kingdoms; this 
we are Ignorant of, t will not 
accuſe, but the Al- wiſe God, he well 


* * 


(7) 
knows: May his Right-hand find oat al 
his Enemies. 

I could wiſh no Sons of A had 
been Offering ſtrange Fire at God's 
Altar, Fire which he commanded not, 
for whicha juſt God in his Time, may 
and will reckon with them. How have 
the Seeds 6 I ſown = riſen 

by a conſtant watering, a ripe 
unto an Harveſt ? Has not this therefore 
among other Things juftly incenſed the 
Almighty in his Anger, to the kindling 
a far more worſe and greater Fire in the 
Spirits of People, too legible in our un- 
happy, unchriſtian Divifions ; firſt, our 
Sin, but now become our Puniſhment ; 
and if not prevented by our fincere un- 
feigned Repentance, and the gracious 
Interpoſition of the Divine Favour, how 
much to be feared may prove our 
Ruin? | 

Shall Itherefore beſeech you, Sir, but 
toconſider what a black and melancholy 
Reflection the preſent Poſture of Affairs 
give us: Sure the Diſpoſitions of Men, 
and Diſpenſations of God, import ſome 
ſignal and imminent Danger, not to a 
Party only, againſt whom humane Ord- 


nance is ſg much levell'd, bur I _— 


(8) 

be bold to ſay, they look more exten- 
five, and may ſurprizingly reach them, 
who are ſecure in their own Thoughts, 
and efteem themſelves eſtabliſbed as upon 
4 Rock. That's a good Caution our Lord 
gives us: Let him who thinketh he ſtands, 
take heed leſt he fall. What matter for 
Lamentation, to fee and obſerve how 
Ning dom is divided gainſt Kingdom, and 
each Kingdom divided againſt itſelſ, in 
each reſpectjve Capacity, Body or So- 
cicty of Men, even from the loweſt to 
the higheſt amongſt us? Avery ſtrong and 
 awfulPrefage, ſure of ſome keen and im- 
pending Judgment threatning us; if Di 
vine Authority may meet with any Cre- 
dit. For, Is it nota Sacred, and there- 
fore a ſure Maxim, That a King dom di- 
vided ap ainſt itſelf cannot ſtand, muſt come 
to Deſolation, and as a further Symptom, 
How much do our unhappy Divifions 
widen and extend themſelves upon our 
Hands ? 

Let us then conſider, if we can but re- 
cover ourſelves to a cool ſedate Frame; 
What Advantage this unhappy Temper 
of our Spirits muſt give our common 
Enemies, who are well inſtructed how 
to fiſh in troubled Waters: Divide & Im. 


era, 


( 
dera, is a known 
Rule they have ſo . 
it wants not Confirmation to 
Hands, but to Ours, as well as others 
Coft, they can throw in their —_— 
eſt. Alaſs then, how eaſie is it tor them 
to enter the Breach thus made, even to 
the Dividing of a rich Spoil ?Or where 
lies our Strength to oppoſe and hinder 
them ? 

Is it in our happy Union, that in caſe 
of an Aſſault, we could as one Man, 
meet and receive our > No, in- 
ſtead of Unity, Diviſion may be writ 
upon us; this our Strength is ſo miſe- 
rably enervated, become feeble as Wa- 
ter, cut off like Sampſon's Locks 
wherein his Strength lay. 
Is it in our Riches, our Silver and our 
Gold, a powerful Sinew of Trade and 
Defence ? No, inſtead of Riches, Po- 
verty is the Mark we are now diftin- 
guiſhable by ; our Riches have made 
themſelves Wings, and Poverty like an 
armed Man, inſults us. Is it in our 
Fleets by Sea, or our Forces by Land? 
No, May we not hete likewiſe write, 
left Naked and Defenceleſs! Where 
then doth our Strength lie? Is itin the 
| B Lord 


( 10) 
Lord of Hoſts? Does our ReligiousFear 
of God, our Chrifttan and holy Lives, 
exemplified in our Brotherly Love and 
Charity one towards another, give us 
this Confidence ? No, it is tobe feared 
this, even this wherein the main 
Strength and Defence of a People con- 
fiſts, is departed from us; and that God 
may juſtly bring his Charge and Indict- 
ment againſt us 1n thoſe bitter and cut- 
ting Words; They have « Form of Godli- 
neſs, but deny the Power thereof; were 
we but right in this Point, all would be 
I tag bac dyno 
w oug 
8 che Ballance, no matter for an Arm 
of Fleſh, that broken Reed of human 
Confidence, too often ſubſticuted in 
God's Place, and madeby Men theirGod. 
But then, Sir, as to the Cultivating 
Peace which has ſo much been recom- * 
mended to us; I, for my part, can't for 
my Life reconcile the Ways and Means 
to the End; the Example and Copy, 
with the Precept and Doctrine laid down 
and given us: It ſounds fo harſh to my 
Ear, that I can make no Muſick of it, 
can't find out wherein the Harmony 
conſiſts, can make nothing of it but Jar 
and Diſcord. Inſtance 
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(1) 
Inftance webut inthe Bill, Entitled a 
Bill ſor preventing the Growth of Schi, 
brought upon the Stage and carried on 
with ſuch Warmth and Expedition, 
very grateful and Melodious to ſome, 
though io this Day of our unhappy Di- 
viſions, notwithſtanding the modeſt, 
dutiful, and becoming Remonſtrances, 
ofthe general Grievances and fatal Con- 
es which muſt inevitably attend 
a vaſt Multitude fuch a 


Bill, and with ſubmiſſion, if err not 
in = Wy 


putation, we juſt 
r of Offence to no lef? a Number 


than two or three Hundred 
of Her Majeſty's dutiful and 


pete 


loyal Subjects in the three Kingdoms. 


If this be a proper Method 2 


vating Peace a us, or a W 
os and — — Fad God, I maſt 


confeſs myſelf 12 . altogether 
Ignorant ofhis Will N 

It was your Opinion I well remember, 
Sir, that notwithſtanding the ſeveral 
Steps and Advances made in that Bill, 
yet when it came again with Amend- 
ments from the Houſe of Lords, to be 
under the mature Conſideration of the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, that 


B 2 they 


(12) 
they would effeftually ſtifle, as at firſt 
they gave Birth to it ; though I could 
not agree with you in that Point. My 
Reaſons then you have fince confirmed 
to you by better Authority. Then you 
fled to another Refuge for Relief, and 
that was Royal Majeſty, who undoubt- 
edly by Virtue ot Her Prerogative, 
might refuſe the Royal Aſſent to that, 
as well as any other Bill, whoſe Fiat 
only, animates a Bill, and gives it Life 
and Spirit. But fince her Majeſty in 
her Princely Wiſdom, has been pleas'd 
to coacurr with the Twe Honourable 
Houſes, in paſſing of this Bill into a 
Law, *ris your Duty, Sir, to be Paſſive, 
where you can't aſſent, and patiently 
ſubmit your Will to Higher Powers, up- 
on ſuch Conſiderations as theſe ; That 
God governs the World, 'tis he who 
preſides and makes Chief, in and among 
the Counſels of Men; tis from him 
they borrow and derive their Power, i 
whoſe Hands are the Hearts of Rings and 
Princes, as well as the Spirits of all Men, 
he only governs and over-rules them at 
Pleaſure ; therefore tis his Decree and 
Counſel muſt ſtand faſt and take place; 


for when God will 8 


( 13) 
of Correction and Puniſhment, or in 2 


way of Mercy, none can let, as when 
it is his good Pleaſure to let either in 
one or the other, none can Work. =» 


Eſtabliſhing the Counſels of Men, 
wiſely eſtabliſheth his own, and he can 
and will bring theirs to nought, when 
they run counter, and fall not in with 
his good Will and Pleaſure. The Lord 
will per form all bis good Pleaſare. 

Sir, I would further de- 
An 
a ether upon the ac- 
count of this AQ. which I am ſenſible 
does ſo deeply affect you and your Fa- 
mily, as well as others, or upon any 
other Account whatſoever. What 
though our Chariots drive on fo faft : 
What though the Angry Wheels there- 
of, ſeem to move and keep pace with 
that of an Enemy; do not you conſi- 
der, that they have their Commiſhon, 
otherwiſe thoſe Rubs and Difficulties 
which are in the Way, eſpecially that 
of Wrath, which is already gone out 
upon our Land, would ruct their 
__ andeffeQually ſtop them in their 

eer. | ; 


But 
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But this is to teach you and me, that 
when God will Work, none can lert ; 
but then conſider further, that their 
Commiſſion is limited, not abſolute or 
without controul ; for when its Date 
ſhall expire, and once they come to their 
Journey*s End, then God takes off 
the angry Wheels of thoſe Chariots, 
that they drive on heavily, yea, then 
they ceaſe to drive, they drive not at 
all. This may further teach us, That 
when God will lett, none can worke: It 
may like wiſe give us juſt Matter for 
Praife, and if we have any tollerable 
Degree of Faith and Confidence in the 
Almighty, how will it furniſh us with a 
Song of Triumph before a Victory, in 
the Language of the Royal Prophet ? 
Sarely the Wrath of Man ſhall praiſe thee, 
and the Remainder thereof thou will reſtrain, 
O Lord. | | 
Therefore, Sir, be compoſed and 
eaſie, keep your Heart fixed, truſting 
in the Lord whois All ſufficĩent, who 
with immenſe Wiſdom and Power Go- 
verns and Over-rules all Cauſes and In- 
ſtruments, with their Effects and Iffues, 
who can and will bring r 

ame 
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Name from thence, and make every 
thing, yea all things, work together 
for beſt, to che Sincere and Upright; 
this is the laſt and beſt Refuge, there- 
fore endeavour to reconcile your Will 
unto God's, and humbly ſubmit to and 
acquieſce in the wiſe Determinations of 
his Divine Providence. 
But leaft that 1 ſhould fail in my Pro- 
miſe, and forget to let you into that ſo 
eat a Secret or Myſtery of Caltiuating 
eace, will you pleaſe to take my hum- 
ble and mean, though ſhort Concepti- 
ons thereof, in the few following — 
for I can but juſt hint at ſome g 

Heads, or Arguments, moſt of them 
taken from God's Word, leaving the 
— and Application to all 
truly Honeſt and Peaceable Hearts, with- 
out any other DiftinQion. 
I humbly coaceive then, that if we 
would rightly Caltivate Peace, we 
ſhould make it more the Subject and 
Matter of our ſtudy and Prayer, the bet- 


ter to reduce it to Practice, according 
to the Apoſtle, We ſbould follow after 
thoſe Thing which make for Peace, by en- 
deavouring to maintain and keep up a 


right 
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right Under one with another, 
ſerving Intire and Inviolable thoſe 
cred Bonds of Love and Charity, 

laying : aſide every thing that may give 
— Matter of Offence; How ſhould we 
and forbear one with another eſpe- 
cially in leſſer Matters; how ready to 
— — inftead of revenging Injuries, 
ith the greateſt Diligence Encou- 
rage and Cultivate that of a forgivi 
Temper, according to the Pattern a 
P given us by our Lord, without 
which Tall de found to build our 
opes of a Divine Pardon bur upon the 
— May we root and caſt out thoſe 
bitter and unſavoury Weeds of Envy, 
Malice and Contention, ſubdue and ba- 
niſh ſuch Luſts from whence comes no- 
thing but Wars and Fightings; fo far 
ſhould we be from making to ourſelves 
new Inftruments of War, that we 
ſhould not furbiſh and revive thoſe old 
ones, which have lain fo long by, ruſty 
and Dormant. Is it not high Time to 
break the Bow and cat the Spear in ſunder, 
beat our Swords into Plow ſbares, and oar 
Spears into Praning-Hooks, inftead of 
beating our Plow-ſhares into _— 

a 
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and our pruning Hooks into Spears. 


Pray God direct Civil Powers to make 
and wholefome Laws, nor for pu- 
niſhing the Righteous but the Offendor ; 
the; Magiſtrate to draw his Sword, not 
aga nſt the Innocent but the Guilty and 
Prophane ; the Miniſter not to breath 
out Lightening and Thunder, by call- 
ing for Fire from Heaven upon a Diſſent- 
ing Brother; but rather in Doctrine and 
Converſation, diſcovering that of a 
meek Goſpel and pacifick Spirit, a proper 
and liar Badge and Livery of their 
Maſters Embaſſador, as well as that of 
a common Diſciple of our Lord, he who 
hath ſtiled himſelf the Prizce of Peace. 
May they both endeavour to heal and 
make up thoſe fore Breaches our un- 
happy Diviſions have made among us; 
to allay and calm thoſe Heats, inſtead 
of inflaming them, by pouring in Wine 
and Oyl inftead of Gall and Vinegar, 
into ſuch dangerous Wounds ; to uſe all 
fair and gentle Means to Reconcile the 
angry Spirits of Men, fo much ſet on 
Fire, andif poſſible, to ſtill thoſe Fears 
and Jealoufies, not of a ſmall and com - 
temptible Body of Men in the Three 
C King- 
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( 18) 
Kingdoms, but of avaſt Number. Not 
the Refuſe and Rabble, but ſome of the 
beſt and higheſt Ranks and Degrees 
among us; Fears juſt enough ſure, if 
but an Effect of our Diviſions the Cauſe, 
Further, if Peace be a Subject capable 
of being improv'd and cultivated, how 
ſhould our hearts breath out nothing but 
Love one towards another, the Fruit of 
our Lips be Peace, inſtead whereof, are 
they not become drawn Swords 2 Did we 
but Sow ſuch Seeds as theſe, we might 
reaſonably expect to Reap the peaceable 
and happy Fruits thereof. But ſince tis 
God alone, who can change the Tem- 
pers and Diſpoſitions of Men, he only 
who can truly cultivate their Minds and 
Manners, by renewing and reforming 
them. It is to him, and him only, we 
muſt humbly and fervently pray, That 
he would be pleaſed in Mercy, to rebuke 
that Evil Spirit which is ſo much gone 
out, and pour out his good and holy 
Spirit among us, that Spirit of Love, 
Peace, and Truth. But have we not 
juſt Cauſe then to ſuſpe& our Peace is 
not right, when ſo barrenof good Fruit, 


that it is not fo capable of Cultivating, 
as 
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25 we could wiſh, ſince it wants its fait 


and beautiful handmaids, that ſhould 


attend and adorn it. Sure we have been 
ſo much inured to War, as if we under- 
ſtood how to Cultivate that better than 
Peace, as if that had been capable of a 
more ſucceſsful Culture. Indeed it can't 
be deny*d, but when by lawful Autho- 
rity, we were commanded to ſeek the 
Lord, for a Bleſſing upon Her — 
Arms, how ſignally be was pleaſed to 
own and proſpex them, by ſo frequently 
returning them with full Sheaves into 
our Boſams, heavy laden with the rich 
Spoils of our Enemies, in our fo often 
repeated Victories obtained over then ; 
which ſent us as faſt to God's Altar with 
Sicrifices of Joy and Thankfulneſs, as t 
did the Enemy upon a contrary Erran 
But into how ſad a- Plight are we now 
brought, how faſt of late do we ſeen” 
to have gone backward? Even by a Mo- 
tion equally retrograde. And how 
— 14 Infulting is the Cauſe of 
our Enemy of late become, ſure from 
ſome ſecret and inviſible Springs, which 
gives them ſuch encouraging Views 
and Diſcoveries ; infomuch, that I for 
C 2 "5 _Q 
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my part upon the whole, may I be al- 


lowed but to judge of Things by the pre- 
ſent Face of Affairs, do profeſs my ſelf 
to believe, That we have but exchanged 
our En my, that of a leſs for a greater, 
a mortal Min for an Almighty Immor- 
tal God, He who hath ſo often ſtiled 
himſelf the Lord of Hoſts, as if he took 
pleaſure in aſſuming, ard when provoked, 
in acting under that Character. What 
Reaſon have we then to fear, That ſince 
we wilfully ſtop our Ears, whilſt we re- 
fuſe to be taught thoſe plain and whol- 
ſome Leſſons of his Word, of Love, 
Peace and Charity, leaſt that God ſhould 
take another Method, and teach us theſe 
divine and profitable Leſſons by the 
Rod of his Anger: In viſiting us, as he 
has lately done ſome of our Foreign 
Neighbours, and cauſ: us to pledge them 
in that bitter Cup. Pray God in Mer- 
cy avert ſo heavy a judgment. 

But leaſt I ſhould incur your Dif. 
pleaſure by being too prolix and tedious ; 
may I clofe all with this Argument. 
How juſt a Duty is it further, we owe 


to Her preſent Majeſty, humbly and fer- 


vently to beſeech the Almighty - 


(21) 

by whom. Kings and Queens reign, and 
Princes decree Juſtice, That he would 
be graciouſly pleas d to inſpire Her Royal 
Breaſt with divine Wiſdom, the beſt and 
moſt _— of _ that ſo She 
may happily anſwer his wiſe and 
great , of governing ſo great and 
numerous a People, thats under Her Au- 
thority, we may lead a quiet and peace- 
able Life, c. according to that of the 
Apoſtle ; that God would ſkreen Her 
ſacred Throne from all evil Counſellors, 
and bleſs Her with a truly Wiſe, F aith- 
= 52 Diſcerning Council. That as 
next "Se ha. God, is ſtiled 
the Faith, ſo by his Grace 
* — be enabled to maintain and 
make thr that ſo truly Noble, and 
2 a Cn; and this not 
which God 
= likewiſe by 

ng down, yp delivering — 
great and ſacred a and 
92 55 el en by tee People: 2. 

b er as 
Eſtabliſh'd by Law, in a Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion, ta that Illuſtrious Family of the 
Houſe of Hanover, and Her jcf 8 
| | _ Royal 
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Royal Relations, and this when Gad 
ſhall pleaſe to call Her to exchange this 
Mortal for an Immortal Crown. This 
invaluable Bleſſing of our Holy Religi- 
on, defended and continued to us, we 
may expect and hope for, as well as ear- 
neſtly deſire, if our Sins, and the evil 
of wicked Men t not. I 
remember Pve met with a ſaying of a 
great Man, juſtly remarked by Authors. 
It is to this Purpoſe, Amicus Socrates, 
Amicus Plato, ſel Magi Amica Ve- 
ritas. But have we not had this ſay- 
ing far outdone in Fact by our preſent 
Queen, who gave ſuch a lively Proof of 
Her pious Zeal and juſt Concern for the 
Truth, when in imminent Hazard and 
Danger. That, that of a Father as well 
as of a King, a Mother, or a pretended 
Brother, and the Security of Her Royal 
Perſon, could not weigh againſt, or come 
in Competition with that ſacred Bond of 
God and —— May we 2 there- 
fore upon grounds hope, that God 
will fil continue to Fr Her Royal 
Heart with ſuch Wiſdom, holy 


and Magnanimity, that with the utmoſt 
Indignation, She will contemn and caſt 


off 


( 23 ) 
off any Perſon, Perſons, or Things 
whatſoever, which may carry in them 
but ſo much as an Appearance of a Snare, 
or Intanglement that might render fo 
weighty and momentous an Affair pre- 
carious. 
Thus, Sir, with the greateſt Reſpect, 
Freedom, and Sincerity, as becomes a 
Friend, have I imparted my ſelf, which 
if it proves of any uſe to you or the 
Publick, I have my Wiſh, if not, I thank 
God I ſhall have Peace and Satisfaction 
in my own Breaſt, ſo preſuming upon 
your Candour for any Slips paſt herein, 
which I faithfully promiſe, ſhall be 
amended in my next. So bid you 
heartily Farewel. 
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